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SURVEY ACCESS AND ARTIFACT DONATION AGREEMENT: 

 
This Survey Access and Artifact Donation Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and 

between the James River Water Authority (“JRWA”), a joint authority formed by Fluvanna County and 
Louisa County, and the individual named below (“Owner”). 

 
I. Background 

 
JRWA proposes to construct the James River Water Supply Project to withdraw water from the 

James River to provide a reliable, long-term public water supply for the residents of Fluvanna and Louisa 
Counties. JRWA plans to conduct an archeological survey on Owner’s property to determine whether 
any sites are present. That information may help inform a future decision by JRWA about where to locate 
a buried 24-inch water pipe.  

 
It is possible the archeological survey may uncover artifacts which will provide valuable 

information about the historical or prehistoric use and occupation of the property. Any artifacts found 
are the property of the Owner. However, the preferred disposition of artifacts is to allow them to be 
donated to a state agency, museum, or similar entity that can permanently preserve and curate the 
artifacts for research and educational purposes.  

 
II. Access the Owner’s Property to Conduct Survey  

 
A. JRWA will ensure that the archeological field study and artifact collection will be 

conducted by or under the supervision of a qualified archeologist and in accordance with all applicable 
federal and state authorities, permits, and agreements. 

 
B. The archeological survey involves a team of three to five surveyors with shovels digging 

approximately 20-inch wide holes to a typical depth of no more three feet. The top layer of grass is 
removed intact so it can be replaced with minimal disturbance. The holes are dug at roughly 50-foot 
intervals along the survey corridor. If evidence of archeological sites is found, additional holes may be 
dug nearby. Once a hole is complete, it is filled in and the grass is replaced.  
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C. The survey team typically will complete its work on a property within a single day. The 
Owner will be provided advance notice of the expected date(s) and if the work is expected to take more 
than one day.  

 
D. If requested, JRWA will provide a copy of public reports and information relating to the 

archeological study of Owner’s property. 
 
 

Please initial:  
 
 

_________  Owner consents to JRWA representatives accessing the Owner’s property to conduct the 
archeological survey.  

 
III. Handling and Disposition of Historical Artifacts  

 
A. Artifacts uncovered during the archeological study on Owner’s property will be handled 

and managed in accordance with guidelines published by the Virginia Department of Historical 
Resources (“VDHR”).  

 
B. Artifacts found on Owner’s property will be removed for the purposes of examination, 

testing, study, preservation, and/or temporary storage. 
 
C. Upon completion of the archeological study, JRWA intends to donate the artifacts to the 

VDHR or to such other qualified collection facility or museum as may be designated by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and VDHR for the permanent preservation and curation of the artifacts. If donated, 
the VDHR or such other designated recipient of the artifacts shall have title free and clear to process and 
preserve the collection and to use the donation for research and education on an unrestricted basis. 

 
D. Owner and JRWA agree to execute further documents as may be necessary to facilitate 

the donation of the artifacts to the VDHR or such other designated recipient. 
 
 

Please initial one of the following: 
 
 
 

_________  Owner consents to the donation of any artifacts found on Owner’s property, in 
accordance with conditions stated above. 

 
 
 

_________  Owner does not consent to the donation of any artifacts found on Owner’s property. 
Owner understands that artifacts may be removed from the property temporarily to be 
professionally examined. The artifacts will be returned to Owner at the completion of the 
study.  

 
SIGNATURES ON NEXT PAGE 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this Agreement. 

 
 
 

OWNER SIGNATURE:   _______________________________________  
 
Date:                                 _______________________________________ 
 
Printed Name:                   _______________________________________   
 
Mailing Address:               _______________________________________  
 
                               _______________________________________ 
 
                              ________________________________________ 
 
                              ________________________________________ 
 
Phone:                              ________________________________________ 
 
Email:                              ________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JRWA SIGNATURE:    ________________________________________ 
 
Printed Name:                ________________________________________ 
 
Title:                            _________________________________________  
 
Date:                            _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


