
FLUVANNA COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
TREE PROTECTION PLAN CHECKLIST 

Developed from Fluvanna County Zoning Ordinance 
August 2012 

If required as part of the site development plan, this checklist must be completed and submitted at the time the final site development 
plan is submitted. Any site development plan submitted for final review not accompanied by the completed checklists will be 
promptly returned to the submitter.  

County Staff Only 

Staff: _________________________________  

Date Received: ________________  

Date Reviewed: ________________  

Additional Notes: ______________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

 _____________________________  

Project Name: _________________________________________________________  

Tax Map(s) and Parcel Number(s): ________________________________________  

Individual and Firm Completing Checklist: __________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________________  

Signature of Person Completing Checklist: _________________________________  

Date: _________________________________________________________________  

General Requirements 

� A certified landscape architect, arborist, horticulturist, land surveyor, or other person deemed 
qualified by the Zoning Administrator shall prepare the plan.  

Activities Requiring Tree Protection Plans [Sec. 22-24-8.2] 

Compliance with the tree protection requirements is required on all site development plans involv-
ing: 

� Land clearance of more than ½ acre (21,780 square feet of cleared land). 

� All activities requiring a land disturbing permit, except for the construction of a single– or two-
family dwelling on an individual lot.  

General Guidelines  

� All tree protection plans shall clearly delineate areas of tree protection and provide construction 
details of tree protection barriers.  
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� Measures for tree protection shall be outlined in the general notes of the plan, including con-
struction, inspection, and maintenance of barriers.  

� The general notes shall also outline prohibited activities within the tree protection zones.  

� Tree protection zones shall, to the extent possible, conform to the drip line of the trees being 
protected.  

Tree Protection Plan Contents [Sec. 22-24-8.3] 
All tree protection plans shall indicate protection zones to: 

� Protect existing stands of trees or individual specimen trees whose removal is not necessary of 
the development of the site or the construction of any facility. 

� Preserve existing trees to comply with the Landscaping Plan requirements.  

Tree Protection Barriers 

Tree protection barriers shall be installed to prevent damage to trees or understory plants, and to 
prevent soil disturbance and compaction within tree protection zones.  

� All areas of tree protection shall be bounded by a tree protection barrier at the perimeter of the 
tree protection zone.  

� Barriers shall completely surround the tree protection zone, except where the area extends 
more than three-hundred feet (300’) beyond the construction zone or routes of access to the 
construction zone.  

� Tree protection zones beyond three-hundred feet (300’) shall be flagged every one-hundred 
feet (100’) with continuous ribbon with “Do Not Enter” signs stating prohibited activity.  

� Barriers and flagging shall be installed prior to any land disturbing activity.  

� Barriers shall be a minimum of five feet (5’) in height, stationary, and constructed of rigid or 
semi-rigid materials that must be dismantled to be moved.  

� Barriers shall be of a color or flagged to be clearly visible by all people in the vicinity, particular-
ly equipment and vehicle operators.  

� Barriers shall be inspected and repaired on a routine basis and shall be completely removed 
prior to occupancy of the development.  
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Prohibited Activities 

The following activities are prohibited within tree protection zones: 

� Operation of any vehicle or machinery, except as may be necessary for the installation of utility 
lines. 

� Parking of vehicles or equipment. 

� Storage of any materials or equipment. 

� Discharge of any substance that may be injurious to trees or understory plants. 

Placement of Utilities 

Wherever feasible, utilities shall be designed and routed to avoid tree protection zones. If it its nec-
essary to route utilities through tree protection zones, the following shall apply: 

� Route utility trenches outside the drip line of trees or as far as possible from tree trunks. 

� In areas of multiple trees, where trenches must go between trees, preference should be given 
to stay away from larger specimen trees. 

� Equipment that is the lightest weight and makes the least possible impact shall be used to dig 
trenches and install utilities. 

� Rubber-tired, rather than track equipment, shall be used whenever possible. 

� Excavation materials are not to be placed against tree trunks and shall be placed as far away 
from trunks as possible. 

� Where excavation materials are to be placed, indicator ribbons shall be placed on undisturbed 
areas prior to excavation, to facilitate restoring the area to the original grade. 

� Areas where excavated material have been placed shall be restored to the original grade with 
the least amount of disturbance possible. 

Other Requirements 

� Any damage done to trees within tree protection zones shall be immediately repaired. 

� Any clearing within tree protection zones shall be done by hand. 

� Where grade differences occur between the tree protection area and the finished grade of the 
adjacent areas, retaining walls and dry wells shall be used to prevent the need for grading in 
tree protection zones. 
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